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The Essence of Learning
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Pinyin:

Céngjing, you yi ge xuéshéng dui zji de ldoshi shud: “Ldoshil Nin ké&yl bd nin
zhihui de jinghud dou gdosu wd ma?e Zheydng wo jiU néng bidn de xidng nin
yiydng congming le.”

L&oshi xido le xido, rdnhou nd gi yi gé pinggud, dadd de ydo le yi kdu. Ldoshi
kan zhe ta de xuésheng, zul [l bududn jUjué zhe pinggud. Guod le yihuir, IGoshi
bd vyijing jido Ian de pinggud tU zdi shdu zhong, shén chl shou dui zhege
xuésheng shud: “Bd zhéxié chi xidqu!” Xuésheng jingyd de shud: “Ldoshil
Zhe.... zhé zénme néng chi ne?2” Ldoshi shud: “Wo jojué gud de pinggud, ni
zhiddo bunéng chi. Qishi, wd yongydu de zhihui de jinghud jiu xiang zhé jojué
guo de pinggud, wd kéyi zhijie géi ni, dan ta yijing shiqu le yudnldi xinxian ér
tidnméi de ziwei le. Xuéxi xUydo qinzi qu jUjué hé fihui, xUduo dd'an zhiydu
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jfinggud ni Ziji de sik&o cdi néng déddo.”

Notes:

iz [céngijing] once
&E  [zhihuil] wisdom

¥  [inghud] essence
& [a] up

K [ydo] bite

B [zu] mouth

¥y [bUdudan]  constantly
HME  [jUjué] chew

B [ido] chew

2 [lon] mashed, pappy
it [to]  spit

{8 [shén] stretch, extend
1®iF  [ingyd] surprised
#E [yongydu] have, own
BiE [zhijie] directly

&%  [shiqu] lose

B3k [yudnldi]l  original

m [ér] and

IHE  [tidinméi] sweet
Jk [Ziwei]l  taste

¥B8 [gnz] personally
k% [fihul] experience
¥% [x0dud] alotfof
%% [ddan] answer

2 [sikdo]  think deeply

Translation:

Once, astudent said to his teacher, "Teacher! Can you tell me the essence of your
wisdom?e So | can be as smart as you."

The teacher smiled and picked up an apple, then he took a big bite. The teacher
looked at his students and kept chewing the apple in his mouth. After a while, the
teacher spat the chewed apple in his hand. He extended his hand and said, "Eat
it" The student said with amazement, "Teacher! This.... How can this be eatene"
The teacher said, "The apple | chewed, you know you can't eat. In fact, the
essence of the wisdom | have is like the chewed apple. | can give it fo you
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directly, but it has lost the original fresh and sweet taste. Learning needs to chew
and experience in person, many answers can only be obtained through your own
thinking."



